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8 away wells have been dug, there has been uj
iscern exactly 5 meeting about opening a school, |
id aon and the provincial hospital hasgiven | n

8 i xireme assistance “but not enough”, Chum | ¢
. Oural District chief Chum Truok reports | te

International aid agencies have | ¢
been hesitant to get involved beyond al
providing a few basics. They are un-
sure if the O Koki camp residents are i
refugees or pawns in a military strat-
egy to cut food supplies to the Khmer
Rouge.

The district chief is realistic about
relying on outside help: “It is not
good to wait for donations and aid.”
Therefore the people will plant rice
themselves. One thousand hectares
have been set aside, along with seed-
lings and 100 tonnes of fertiliser.

The idea of giving land to farmers
could be seen as a matter of simple
survival for desperate refugees.
However some observers say the
move could be part of a plan to depop-
ulate Oural and create a permanent
settlement under government
control.

In any case, since May there has
been no rain and now the planting
season 1s all but gone. The farmers
it in their crude shelters cradling
sick children, their heads bowed in

misery
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| Meo’s nephew Chan Leng,
- 18, has the yellowed eyes of a malar.
- ia victim — 40 per cent of the camp
2sidents have malaria. He speaks of
e family’s future in a defeated
sonotone. They have been told they
ill get a better shelter and a field,
: the family did not bring farm |
| with them, and day after day ‘
Yy 18 an unyielding blue. I

Tla 3.4 .
e

T — e R W U W we———

-3.;_ i



