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vard the Grand Palace,
top their cries and tuk-tuk
cut their hammering engines.
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eansmg of the body of the King’s 21-

~year-old autistic grandson, Khun

Poom Jensen—taken on an otherwise
calm, brilliant morning by a wave that
| made no distinction among victims.
For onlookers, his funeral cortege
.nffers a c]ear reminder that the tsuna-

sendin d to Thailand’s six stricken
southern provinces.

Donation boxes appear in rural
markets. At Bangkok’s Red Cross
Centre, greeters meet you at the door
~and usher you to a waiting room.
With all the correct forms in hand,
~ you take a number and join a sur-
i ‘mgly fast-moving line. When the

s gt_jow too great, a massive

s _undlng to see such order
] from_ the surface ,chaos of

aimed arrow to the som:h this seems
to be true.

‘But there are victims who may
never see these trucks and the goods
they carry.

Like many Asian countries,
Thailand is home to a large popula-
tion of migrant workers, including
well over one million who have paid
off brokers and dodged border
guards to escape poverty and repres-
sion in neighbouring Burma (called
Myanmar by the military junta).

About 128,000 Burmese labourers
were living in Thailands tsunami-
affected region, although just 24,000
were properly registered with the
Department of Labour—a difficule
and bureaucratic process that leaves

lenty of roo

porting the construction,
rubber and tourism industries.
lived near the sea in flimsy shelters.

Reached by cell phone, Ko Aung
Myo Min, a Burmese exile, describes
the situation.

“There are 600 Burmese hldmg in
the mountains above Khao Lak,” he
says. “We keep finding them in other
places, too. They are afraid to come
down for help. Right now, their
biggest concern is security.”

Their fears are not unfounded.
When Burmese survivors gathered at
the district office in the immediate
aftermath of the tsunami, 1,000 were
summarily arrested and deported
back to Burma—as if losing their
loved ones, possessions and jobs were
not enough trauma for one day.

Another 500 are stuck in deten-
tion in Ranong; Burma will not

allow their return.
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In a global age, there are mill
of migrant workers throughous
living without basic righ
documentation or access
services. They are vulnerab
even before disaster strikes.
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disaster planning, the s
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